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Freezing of Assignments Expected Soon 
Only Grants Vital 

To War Will 
Be Issued 

FREEZING of broadcast assign- 
ments, along with stoppage of new 
grants and construction permits ex- 
cept where deemed essential in the 
war operation, will come in a few 
weeks. The Office of Production 
Management, in ccllaboration with 
the Defense Communications Board, 
is expected to establish the new 
policy which will govern future 
licensing operations of the FCC. 

Long anticipated, the policy is 
being forced by peak operation of 
all radio manufacturing plants, 
both transmitting and receiving, 
on nearly two billion dollars in 
war production, with civilian man- 
ufacture to be sharply curtailed 
and possibly eventually terminated, 
save for replacement and repairs 
and for new essential installations. 
OPM disclosed last Wednesday 
that civilian radio receiving set 
production shortly would be cut 
approximately 30% and that it 
might be stopped entirely later on. 

Preliminary Action 
FCC Chairman James Lawrence 

Fly told BROADCASTING last week 
that definite policy would have to 
be established and that conditions 
now had approached the point 
where curtailments are essential. 
He said OPM and DCB would act 
shortly -possibly within a month. 

Preliminary work already has 
been undertaken on curtailments. 
The problem transcends purely 
broadcast transmitter and receiver 
manufacture, however. To be eval- 
uated also are other extensive ra- 
dio services such as point -to- point, 
police, aviation and the numerous 
other secondary operations licensed 
through the FCC. 

Before the integrated order can 
be promulgated, something in the 
nature of established ratings and 
priorities to cover possible contin- 
gencies will be evolved. This work, 
as a matter of fact, now is under- 
stood to be in progress. The cur- 
tailment order, when it comes, 
probably will be based on specific 
classifications of service in each 
category. 

Mr. Fly felt a "little latitude 
must be allowed" so essential op- 
erations can continue. In the broad- 
cast field, any affirmative showings 
of need for additional facilities 
for the war effort will be favorably 
considered, he indicated. Under the 
new priorities procedure to be es- 
tablished by OPM, with the advice 
of the DCB, adequate provision 
would be made for necessary new 
constructions or modifications, it 
was made clear. Existing construc- 
tion permits, Mr. Fly said, "will 
be protected within reasonable limi- 
tations", but he saw no basis for 
issuance of additional permits for 
new or improved facilities if the 

equipment would not be procurable 
and if the operations are not 
deemed essential. 

Outstanding CPs 

While the detailed plans have 
not yet been formlated, it has been 
obvious for some time that steps 
must be taken, and it is "outside 
the field of debate ", the chairman 
said. Once the specific policy is 
enunciated, the FCC will revise its 
operations to conform with the 
over -all war picture. 

According to FCC records 35 con- 
struction permits for new broadcast 
stations are outstanding. FM con- 

struction permits outstanding total 
59. There are 210 applications for 
new stations pending, of which 160 
are for standard broadcast and 50 
for FM outlets. In addition there 
are pending several hundred appli- 
cations for modification of existing 
facilities, in various stages of con- 
sideration. 

It is likely some construction per- 
mits already issued will be held 
in abeyance. If the areas affected 
have adequate broadcast service, 
this probably will be the case. 
Where inadequate service exists, 
however, the DCB, in conjunction 
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Daylight Time Begins in Mid -February 
Compulsory Change for 

All Nation Passed 
By Congress 

BROADCASTING's semi - yearly 
headache, partial daylight saving 
time, will disappear in mid-Febru- 
ary it was indicated in Washing- 
ton last week as both Houses of 
Congress completed action on a 
daylight saving time measure pro- 
viding for universal "fast" time 
20 days after the bill is signed by 
President Roosevelt. It appeared 
last Friday that barring unfore- 
seen delays daylight time would 
become effective between Feb. 10 
and 15. 

Because of a parliamentary 
technicality in the House last 
Thursday, when that body ap- 
proved the bill, it did not go to 
the White House immediately but 
was held over to Monday for 
Speaker Rayburn's signature. The 
Senate agreed to the conference 
report on the measure Wednesday. 

Aids Radio Industry 
Conferees after meeting once 

agreed to the House bill, most fav- 
orable to radio. The Senate version 
would have given the President 
discretionary power to advance 
clocks not more than two hours 
during continuance of the present 
war and not more than six months 
thereafter. Senator Wheeler (D- 
Mont.), chairman of the Inter- 
state Commerce Committee, intro- 
duced the Senate bill while the 

House bill was introduced by Chair- 
man Lea (D -Cal.) of the Interstate 
& Foreign Commerce Committee 
who sponsored the House measure. 

The bill as passed by both Houses 
inadvertently fulfills an industry 
campaign favoring "fast" time on 
a universal basis, preferably year - 
round. 

Full text of the final bill follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and 

IIouse of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That beginning at 2 o'clock 
antemeridian of the twentieth day 
after the elate of enactment of this 
Act. the standard time of each zone 
established pursuant to the Act entitled 
"Au Act to save daylight and to pro- 
vide standard time for the United 
States ", approved March 19, 1918, as 
amended. shall be advanced one hour. 

Sec. 2. This Act shall cease to be in 
effect six months after the termination 
of the present war or at such earlier 
elate as the Congress shall by concur- 
rent resolution designate. and at 2 
o'clock antemeridian of the last Sun - 
day in the calendar month following 
the calendar month during which this 
Act ceases to be in effect the standard 
time of each zone shall be returned to 
the menu astronomical time of the de- 
gree of longitude governing the stand- 
ard time for such zone as provided in 
such Act of March 19. 1915. as 
n mended. 

Trade Approval 
A uniform, nationwide system of 

daylight saving time, becoming ef- 
fective simultaneously for the en- 
tire country, was hailed as a boon 
to broadcasting by station and net- 
work officials, agency timebuyers 
and station representatives queried 
by BROADCASTING. 

Without a dissenting voice, rep- 

resentative members of each group 
stated such a national plan would 
relieve the industry of the annual 
problems incurred when part of the 
country goes on DST while the re- 
maining cities stay on standard 
time, disrupting program schedules 
across the map and causing a 
major rearrangement of programs 
that affects not only the networks 
and their sponsors, but also the 
spot or local advertisers using time 
on stations which are affiliated 
with the networks. 

Executives questioned were unan- 
imous in stating that universal 
DST will leave radio schedules un- 
changed, each program continuing 
to be broadcast at its scheduled 
time on the clock, which would of 
course be one hour earlier by the 
sun. 

This, it was agreed, is a most 
happy situation, especially in con- 
trast to the final Sundays in April 
and September which in previous 
years ushered DST in and out. Pre- 
ceding each of these fatal Sundays 
was a period of several weeks, or 
in some cases months, of intense 
activity trying to adjust their sched- 
ules to fit cities with both kinds 
of time. 

The consensus seemed to be that 
of all the sacrifices the broadcast- 
ing industry has been and will be 
asked to make as its part of the 
all -out war program, giving up the 
disintegrated, local option plan of 
DST will be by all odds the least 
painful for everyone concerned. 
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